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| was very sorry to hear that your beloved father Pujya Shri C.L. Patel
passed awayt was a privilege for me to know him, dgely through BAPS Sanstha
and his contribution in the field of education and religion. | wish to offer my deep
condolences to all of you and | hope the great institutions he established will
progress day by day in his absence. The foundations are strong and there is np
doubt that it will survive foreveiLate Shri C.L. Saheb is a legend and will be
remembered in the hisotry of Gujarat. The Swaminarayan BAPS have lost the mos
respected Haribhakta and C.L. Kaka had full blessings of Shri Pramukh Swami
Maharaj and SHri Mahant Swami Maharaj and all the Sadgurus, Satsangis of our
Sanstha. His legacy will be remembered by everyone who worked with him and the
peoples of Gujarat. | offer my prayers that his soul may rest in peace in the Heaven

*}‘{* (Praful Patel)
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| had the opportunity to associate with him for a long time. | appreciate
the contributions he made to the developments of educatio@.IDPatel, who
brought wave of education¥allabhVidyanagarwill ever be remembered. May
the departed soul rest in eternal peace in the heavely abodz.

(Prayasvin Patel, Elecon)
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Itis a Great Loss for us all, for the great dynamic leader that he was. He
will always remain deep in our hearts, as the guiding light.
(Taruna Patel, Chief Exdecutive Officer, Elecon)

*

We are shocked to hear the sad demise of your beloved, father
Shri C.L. patel on 27.05.2019. On behalf of Chairman, Managing Director
Mangers and staff, we pay ourheart felt "Shraddhanjali" to your beloved
father ShriC.L. PatelWe pray Godhimeighty to remain his soul in rest
andpeacale also pray lord Swaminarayan Bhagwan to give your family
enough strength & Courage to bear this irreparable loss at this juncture.
May his soul rest in peace. Om Shanti

(Hasmukh Patel, Charotar Gas Sahakari Mandli Ltd., Annad)
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Leadership Journey and
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upon my observations over the years, which
are | have mentioned above as inexhaustible

A Few Lessons to Learn

Nikhil Zaveri N °

One of the greatest things about
leadership is that different situations demand
different factors on leadership.
Organisations encounter a variety of
leadership qualities across its time spectrum
over the years of their existence. Usually
factors like integrity honesty sincerity
effective communication and impact as a
part of fundamental qualities of a good leader®
are seen. These are all incredible qualities
of aleaderbut | am going to share something
| believe has made me to think a good leader
putting people ahead of oneself, i.e.,
inexhaustible qualities - peripheral but
essential, so they are limitless, and can add
to the list as per the situation.

In general, as a leader it is all about
"me". "I" had a title and that is all "I" needed.

It means "my" title everyone would follow
"me" and respect "me". However leadership
is something needed to work hard at. John
Maxwell, in his book "Everyone °
Communicates, Few Connect" writes,
"When we learn to turn our focus from
ourselves to others, the whole world opens
up to us."

And, this was the beginning of an era
in the year 1994, when Dr C L Patel started
connecting more than communicating as a
new leader of Charutafidya Mandal.The
journey of his leadership started with
connecting with people in the surrounding

villages, and he went on a resounding success.

His journey as a leader gives a few learning
milestones to follow which | have summarized

i qualities.

Your people,Your successHis
focus was on developing them, helping
them to succeed, and watching them to
grow. He always meant when his team
members are successful, it is his reflection
as a leadeHe worked hard on his team.
He was a firm believer of human capital
was his biggest asset. He often reiterated
that he would have failed without them.

Appreciate and acknowledge
team. He very well knew that everyone
wants to be valued, and it was his critical
quality as a leader to give credit and
recognition to his team for the implausible
things they were doing. His generosity
was reflected while recognizing his team.
He often said that bring recognition into
the routine of your team. He would say
"My army fights, and | get the credit, but
they deserve the real appreciation”, which
constantly infused motivation into the
team.

Understand your team. He would
always say that don't just try to know your
colleagues, but understand them. Give
time to them as you give time to your
family because they are your other family
That was the message which was on and
often conveyed by him. He encouraged
heads of institutions to know their hopes
and dreams, and support them in the
process. Such "work philosophy"
increased the respect for him as a leader
Leave your bias at the gateHe was a
propagator of using strength of people in
the team rather than focusing on
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weaknesses. He would encourage all to
have people on the project or event who
have significant talent or potentialities for
such activities. One of the biggest
compliments he can receive as a leade
is his strong belief to have one of your
people move on to a better opportunity
without disturbing the set-up.
Empower your guys.Give opportunities
to shine rather than overlooking their
abilities. Gain new knowledge and skills
has always remained his manidiow
one of your team to take on. He would
say making them empowered would make
them confident and help them strive for
over-the-top goals.
Beads- in- the- string.His sharp focus
on team leading was seen in his belief
that beads on the floor should be tied in &
string. Let the people remain oriented in
the same zeal, viggunission, and vision.
He would say his task was brining those
"beads" into one string. Let them share
the same thought, vision and commitment.
Leadership is a flaiknack and talent.
You can destroy the solidity of your team if
you fail to value them. When you put the
society's needs and interests before your own
you become a more successful leadéat
is what happened in the case of Dr C L Patel
He set aside his own interest in favour of the
community need. It is well said that "If your
actions inspire others to dream more, learn
more, do more and become more, you are
leader." His contribution to education will be
remembered and revered by many
generations in the years to come.

(DirectorGeneral, Charutafidya Mandal,

/

VallabhVidyanagar)
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On behalf of all the mebers of
Vitthal  Udyognagar Industries

Association, we express our heartfelt
sympathies andcondolences.

May his spiritual sould merge
with theinfinite. We pray Almighty to
bestow upon you and family members
the strength and fortitude to bear this
loss.

For Vitthal
Industries Association.

Udyognagar

(Hemal Patel, General Secretary, Vitthal
Udyognagar Indsutrial Asosication)
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WORKING WITHDR. C. L. PATEL out towards ensuring that it would come up
a2z as an excellent institute. In academic

matters, we had plenty of freedom, since
the college was affiliated at that time to

Late Dr C. L. Patel Saheb began in early Sardar Patel Universitjfter spending the

1996 when | was appointed as In-chargeacademic year 1996-97 on BVM premises,
Principal of the upcoming self-financed in the first semester of 1997 we shifted to
college GH. Patel College of Engineering the upcoming GCET building, even though
& Technology (GCET)This responsibility °nly @ small part of it was ready for
was given to me in addition to my regular occupation.We took care to ensure that
workload at BVM. Before GCET could Students would not wander off to the parts

admit students in 1996 (in IT and Chemical "Which were under construction.
Engineering), there were a hundred things GCET made steady progress over

to be completed. DrPatels strong and (h€ next few years. DIC. L. Patel was
consistent moral support — and also his abilityUnnappy with the attitude of the regulatory

to take quick decisions — were immenselya“thor't'es in the matter of increasing our

helpful to us in that period. intake in Chemical Engineering from 60 to
My appointment as GCET Principa

| 120. When that increase became almost
was later made regular after the requiredMPOsSible to get approved, we later opted

round of selection interviews. During that fOr @ broader mix of course offerings. In
period, | also had the privilege and the hindsight, perhaps it was better that we

pleasure to get to know Dear Gordhankaka,Opted for intake of 60 each in a number of

our donor and a great warm-hearted persondiVerse branches; the benefits of this
A prospective donor who had earlier promiseddiVersity have become clear over the
support to the new college unfortunately €NSUing years.

changed his mind at the very last moment. ~ Working with Dr. C. L. Patel over
Without losing heart, DIC. L. Patel single- (€ first few years in the life of GCET
handedly persuaded Gordhankaka to makdvas an extremely valuable and memorable
his generous donation towards GCPBEar ~ €XPerience of my life, with immense

Gordhankaka actually thanked O L. Patel ~ '€arning value for me. GCET has a very
for giving him an opportunity to serve the 900d name today among the engineering
cause of education! colleges of Gujarat, and also ranks within

Naturally during those early years, the top 100 in India. The entire GCET

many issues would come up on almost dailyt¢@m will agree with me that DC. L.
basis. Many of these issues were related t¢ 2t€lS strong support in the crucial early
the ongoing construction, and.[0x. L. Patel  Y&ars made a huge contribution to
was invariably helpful, understanding and achlevllzng tdhatps.,ta.tu?.GH oatel Callece of
decisive. GCET was the first self-financed . ( ounder Frincipal, ©sH. Fatel -Olege o

. . Engineering & Technology Vallabh-Vidyanagar)
engineering college of CVM, and | can
definitely say that DrPatel poured his heart e

Dr. Naresh Jotwani
My working relationship with the
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Tribute to My Father, Dr. C. L. Patel he had a vision to make me an engineer

Therefore, he enrolled me in M.U. Patel

(our “Bapuiji”) Technical School iV.V. Nagar which is a
: kind of pre-engineering school from 8th
Vrajesh C. Patel through 10th grade. Latdrcompleted 1th

and 12th from R.P.R. Science College under
his close supervision and guidance.

During my engineering college in
southern India, he used to visit (unannounced)
my five roommates and me on regular basis.
These trips might be via his long car trip or
24-hour train ride. Because of his constant
supervision, my other five friends’ parents had
a peace of mind about their own kids’
1 : education. He would make surprise visit with

e | ke 1 my mother Shardakafreshly cooked food/

Our Bapuji had excellent foresight. spnacks and inspected our rental house, met
Many years ago, he built the hous¥ailbah  each of our teachers, checked our grades, and
Vidhyanagar (W. Nagar) to provide an made sure we had healthy Gujarati food. He
exce”ent education to h|S SiX Chlldren (my fOUI’ helped us set up the kitchen in the rental house
SISterS and one brother) [ be“eve th|S houqur SiX Of us so that we WOUId have Gujarati
was built when my father was living at our Thali every dayl am sure that | was the only
village house “Gamdi” located nextAmand  one among us to have all money needed for a
with his fatherand my grandfather (Lallubhai || year in one shot. He used to give me Rs.
Garbadas Patel). During his almost 30 years|g 000 demand draft upfront when | depart
of volunteer service to Charutatidya  from V.v. Nagar Moreover | was the 1st
Mandal (CVM), he lived in this house. one to have Kawasaki Bajaj (he gifted me a

I have received my earlier education motorcycle) in the whole Gujarat; and it might
kindergarten (KG) to 6th grade from New pe 1st in Karanataka state, too. He provided
English School, Nadiad, when our Bapujiwas me much more than the needed essential
Working for the GUjarat EIeCtriCity Board th|ngs to Comp]ete my BachelerDegree in
(GEB). After his promotion he was Civil Engineering. Later onin my education,
transferred to “Mogari” (next tdnand) by | continued my education under his constant
GEB. He enrolled me in the 7th grade atgyidance and motivation as a Master in Civil/
Mahatma GandhVidyalay (MGV). The  Enpvironmental Engineering from Birla
reason he chose MGV was because he knewijshwakarma Mahavidyalaya (BVM)

it was the best school. His teaCher/GurUji Engineering C0||ega/V Nagar India and
Vithalbhai Patel (ithalbhai Saheb) used to Master in Civil/Environmental Engineering

manage it and it was part of the well-known from University ofToledo, Ohio, USA.

D.N. ngh School of Charotaar Education | have achieved above successful

Society Anand. Our Bapuji got his early education because of his constant guidance,

education from D.N. High School. - motivation, vision, and discipline. Now it will
Being an engineer in two disciplines, pe my turn to continue this education saga to
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my children. Our Bapuji- A man who practiced what
After my marriage, he played big role he preached ase
to my wife’s, Jayshreg’, 2nd Bachelds Miten Patel L]
degree from Michigan State University Our Bapuiji, our Dada was a man who
(MSU), East Lansing, Michigan, USA. truly practised what he preaché&dnan from
Jayshree had a BachelerDegree in anormal background who studied to become
Microbiology from Sardar Patel University an engineer and worked for the Gujarat
Despite his extremely busy schedule with theElectrical Board, and farmed& man who
CVM, farming lands, social life, extended married and raised 6 children with his wife.
family events (happy or sad events of sixman who met Prime Ministers-to-be and
children’s relatives), he continued same former Presidents on equal terms.
interest in my children, Nishi and Niyg'’ A man who believed deeply in the
education. It included sports activities until power of education to raise people up from
his last breath via the “WhatUp” video chat.  out of their circumstance&n education that
Currently my wife and me are both would drive Gujarat and then India to the
working for State of Michigan. | am a forefront of the world.
professional engineer making sure that the A man who believed the inherent power
people in state of Michigan breathe clean airin knowledge so much that when he asked to
(as an air pollution engineer) and Jayshree igoin CVM, he did so without question or pause
a Microbiologist making sure that the people for thought. It was his dubi duty that meant
of Michigan eat bacteria-free dairy products. so much to him that having resigned his role at
Bapuiji/Dada we will celebrate the life the GEB, he turned down a salary from CVM,
you lived and always remember you along with instead living off the earnings of his farming.

our Shardaba. Jay Shree Swaminarayan! Education was his lifetime's work, and
Jayshree, Nishi, and Niysand | will  justly, his legacywith the hundreds of thousands
miss you! of students to have passed through the colleges

*%“ (Sonof DrC.L. Patel, USA)  and institutes, now and old, with his guiding hand
at the helm, now enriching their own lives, the

4 29 243 A%uA asll »uu-iz ) lives of others and the communities they now
UIHLBRLS AcdiAL GLedL 21 d HLe AHIAASL live in - at home and abroad.
2174 212 Ul getioreld] Metadl usdl. He built his family with these same
g, el 2 dl sl [Eus sika >uusl values. Where educational z_alnd professional
Al . urulsdiel sii s2eR success were of the utmost importance, on a

par with those of seva and dharma. The values
he instilled in his 6 children. The values
identified in his sons and daughters-in.lahe
values passed onto his 13 grandchildren and

ST 2 HHSAASIA UL 60
UG U3, Al €Hal d wHLlBLs €l
5% ool A5 ddl AR e dl A

Hertlst WAL % SlasLsRs Hlasadl ©. 4 great-grandchlldron. His strength, his loyalty

LU B3 A A2 SAd 2 B and his faith will continue to exist through those

(Bcui 9. of us lucky enough to call our Dada, our
(RUEUR: IR [@QAIRL, AL, v2d Hidl) Bapuiji.

(On behalf ofvarsha Patel & FamijyJ.K.)
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My Father (Mara Bapuiji) wish and | was able to fulfil it. His planning to
Dr. C. L. Patel get all his children to better place was of course

achieved and he was happy about it. |

. % remember his conversations, that all my
Shobha Kirit Patel _ _ children, grandchildren and great grandchildren
Chhotubhai Lallubhai Patel have made me happy and displayed qualities as

known as‘C.L. Patel” the unique soul made he dreamed about even though being abroad
by God (Bhagwan) looking into all aspects asfor g Jong time. He was always eager to involve
he presented during his life for his own family jn smart conversations and also discuss with us
community and atIge to the education society apout what he learned from it. He has never
Being born in his family and getting unconditional missed time to take us on long vacations in our
love throughout my life is pure luck, as I felt I ¢hjlg hood and even when we visit him, his
am grateful to have both my mother and fathefplanning was always successflilso during
that one can wish foHe gave me all théesk  yacation there were discussions of what we
for and made me a realistic person. Singad  |earn from visiting places and laughing about it
a childand until the last times | had with him, \when we express it. He had great family life
what | saw in him is kind, generous, loving, gnd life outside in society
genuine, outspoken, honest, encouraging and After finishing college he was open and
always try to be ahead in life. His vision is to 55k us what do you wish to do next in our lives
create good quality educated citizen and nevegng not acting as typical fathewen in finding
feared about anything. | remember his words IfmatCh for us. He accepted everyone as his own
you believe in yourself you can achieve anything.and never ask for rewariways remind us of
Life is hard and challenging but oneself canhaying quality thinking and helping others. His
make it fruitful and different from normal jews of being smart, spiritual and gain knowledge
people. He always displayed loved inside evens g gift to me. His mental abilities and genuine
thOUgh Showeq strict 0Ut5|d.e. He was k.een "]deas are looked upon by pe0p|e who gained
doing small thing to make it happen without eqycation and good life. His high level of thinking
worrying about how others will take it. 8t  is encouragement to others throughout his life.
because his strong will powerle wanted | can keep writing about him but after
everyone who came in contact with him fpr all he is my loving and caring “father”, my
long time to be successful and do somethinghero who I will never leave out of my thoughts
better in life. _He never liked publicity or praise znd he who keeps me going to do good things
of what he did for society or people. He was afor society that | live in my life. Finally | can
simple man with high thinking. _ say what he has given is a gold mine filled
Itwas his true instinct and god gift that \ith love and respect and | try to preserve it
he can vision what'coming and how canitbe zs he wished for me. | remember his slogan
handled. He was an all-rounder in taking carethjnk local and act global. Remembering words
of everything single handed with supportof goodof Madam Curie “that leave dreams of
people around him. I remember he use to tell ugesterday take the torch of knowledge and
life is like a train, when it comes to station try to pyilt the palace of future”, which | can say
climb fast by catching it and not walking \yas his thoughts and passion that he left for
otherwise you will be overtaken by people andthe communityGod give us strength to follow

then regret itTime is moneyso use it wisely s footsteps and be helpful to others.

He has taken care for all of us and made sure Jai Swaminarayan and hearty thanks.
we all are successful in whatever we do. He
had admitted us in English medium as it was his
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Dr. C.L. Patel: A Man of Rules andValues  afford begettinggood education. He has
= "‘*’c':-:F supported entire family in whatever you ask
Kirit R. Patel ~ forand never asked anything back. Even his
| had the honoto spend time with e rgonality looks strict but we use to joke and
this unigue smart and true person, my father1augh togetheHe enjoyed stay at our place
in-law Dr C.L. PatelMarried in tothis family g the time and express as felt like his home.
gave me lot of respect and knowledge afndggciety was keen to him then his life and |
how to be successfulWe had many peyersee him rested. His mind was occupied
conversation throughout life and I adored his 5 the time with emerging ideas of how Indian
principles. When he took over big responsibility sy gents can be with entire world and not left
of CharutaVidya Mandal whichwas in debt, hehing. His motto was provide platform for

he never stop expressing his thoughts anqy ity education and not to worry about what
whats his vision with family and well-wishers.  giher has to dér.

He was a man who thought of getting He was always surrounded by
donations from abroad to support this trust andy,aterial and real wealth and never looked
initiated nonprofit organization and puttrustin a0k A positive personality with
me to handle it. He was transparent and honesémpowerment is surely missed. He was
which | can say | am the witness. He use toalways happy to see his famiyowwith his

tell straight if he does not like something, bUtspeciaI genes and appreciated it. He took
this gave us direction to know him well and pride for each and every one and thank them.
closely He always wished good for others. It Since I entered into this family until my last
was his single handed effort that he was gettingisit | remember his advice to never give up
donations and was open and transparent tQ 4 matter how many hurdles you face. My
d.orlors as per my experience. Onge Wheq h&rime time is still in front of me seeing his
visited us and | came from work with pen in gmijey face and strong fist. His words were
my ppcket. He gregted me and Jok|qgly he enjoy together with family and be your best.
ment|oneo! the pen in your pocket is it from | highly respect him and his holy soul is blessing
work or mine? Then he said try to be honest,s He was able to fulfil his dreams as he

and respect work and not to make a habit, agas a genuine person, true disciple of his guru
it does not belong to you. | always saw his 54 a fighter

incredible interactions for family which | (Son-in-Law USA)
cannot describe in words.

He was a man of rules and values ”:%“
that he shared with us many times. But thisr AHAAALL 247 Al ogql(,{glz'[\

is a small incident that | respect in my life. | ayoicl 218 934 118 2642512 2uuad 8.
He was always interested how and what you 22l uxd lfaucidi Q29 Aad ddl

do and spend quality time with famiuring IEURSI EXE R PR Holealq,
his services to education field we use to| ayyqid diu.
discuss important aspects that other cark (Ruewz: L R S‘LQ{LQ;{ﬁ_qéaz_llgu)J
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Softer Side of My ‘BAPUJI: about it too and remind them all the time. |

DR. C.L.PATEL 4 am very fortunate to had "BAPUJI" in my

Jayshree Patel % life to show me the path to deal with all the
"BAPUJI", When | say this word for  problems that came along the way

Dr. C. L. Patel, it makes me feel so happy Pujya Bapuji shaped my life in a way

and consider myself very lucky to be a partthat | have never imagined. He always used
of his family | considerr myself very fortunate to tell me that he considers me as one of his
to see his other softer side which many peoplejaughters. Whatever position in life | am in, it
are not aware of. all because of BapujWithout his guidance |
When | got marry to his youngest son, would not have achieved so much in life.

Vrajesh, | was very afraid to talk to him as e all are going to miss him so much, but we
his personality is very strong and stri&s  know he will be with us all the time and he is
time passed, | experience his softer side angooking at us from heaven. | hope, | can do

things got better communication wise. even 10% of what he has done for family
Bapuji, took intrest in my education and CommunitWVe love you BapuJ|

as soon as | stepped into his house as a *%é* (Daugher in LawUSA)

daughter in lavithin one month of marriage,

he has bought brand new Kinetic Honda for/” N\

me so that | can travel to Mogri to get some Uil GLOLSL A URYE silvt WIH

computer training. He also enrolled me in| 3144 ¢q dl Higeirimi Rl ay Rdide
English speaking classes. So, he made sure 334 da tdi »idiew el st %39 S,
when | come témerica, | will not have any 2ed s RAMa a3 wabisel Gadr

problem with English or using computer wealis )l visier Ruud dslus Ruy
When | came tcAmerica, | had Ay sl s,

dream of getting a job, making money and
have comfortable life. | found a job at burger
king with in few weeks of coming #america %
and | excitedly called Bapuiji to let him know

He said not to start a job and asked me to joir

the university to get BS degree from Michigan s uuy wisl 2l © 5 2w
Sate University HHHl ol a0l €le deudlan.

| am glad he advised me to do that| <Uclil Uldiri ouoisin >i3ie HixHi
and now | have a very professional job with | etguacil els (@i 20l 0, 10
state of Michigan because of the education || i< Guala(l stist du-ll suasil 2AuLaal
got from the UniversityWhenever he visited HIGEIMHL 24020, 59 2 [Aud ddls
usin USA, he always checked everything and  »idleod, [21&81 »1uld 21 d4sl 83d M
made sure we all going on right path for| Guxa(l uLl6d 2.
success. (RuetR: HiRL (@231, Sl i, uea Hidl)

In our weekly conversations, he
always asked me to instill good cultural values
in kids and made sure that he talks to kids\_ J
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Tributeto Dr. C. L. Patel

Dr. C. L. Patel, My Chhotu dada remained a strong presence in my life. He
d? had six children of his own and 14

Ranita Patel . grandchildren scattered across the US, UK,
Caring, Devoted and Humble. Those @ndAfrica. He made sure he was present at

are the first words | think of when | think of &l milestones in our lives and attended my

Chhotu Dada. graduation, engagement ceremp@ayd
Caring. My earliest memory of dada Wedding despite the long and often difficult

dates back to 1986 when | was two yearstravel required. .
old. I went to India to spend quality time with Humble. | had the opportunity to
him and ba, while my parents stayed back tg€@d a journal article about Dada that was

prepare for the arrival of my younger sister Written during his 73 anniversary| was
Atthis time, milk is a crucial part of childhood @Mazed at how much | didn't know about his

nutrition, and | remember not being fond of childhood. It made me smile to learn about
the fresh milk in India. Dada noticed this and Nis antics as a young boy in the village of
instead of the milk, he let me drink Thums Gamdi. | was reminded of his strength and
Up so | wouldn't get dehydrated. It was so Motivation to succeed when | learned about
the struggles he faced as a young man trying

My cousins, masis and mamas told met@ make his own way in the world. It
that dada will always go out of his way to make €SPecially surprised me to learn that a man
me happy - itis so clear to me as a parent looking¥ith such a highly demanding career
back at that memonHe showered me with Maintained his passion for movies and cricket.

the love and affection that only a grandparent Even with the level of wealth and
can bestow upon their grandkids. accomplishments Dada achieved, he led a

Devoted. Education was always a simple life. He wore the same three plain
strong force in dada's life, which was apparent""h'te kurtas, qccep_ted only a portion of his
by his devotion to Charutafidya Mandal salary and he lived in the same home that he
(CVM). He always encouraged us to strive bought with ba when they were first married.
for higher education so that we can provide Dr. C. L. Patel will be remembered
for our families and give back to the &S @ visionary and an educationalist by
community When | told him | wanted to €veryone, but | will also remember him as a
pursue a PhD in pharmadye ofered to bring ~ !0ving great-grandfathegrandfatherfathey
me to India to complete my secondary schoof@nd husbandde will miss Dada very much,
matriculation to and be better prepared forPut when I look back at his pictures and see
admission exams. him smiling, laughing, and looking fondly at his

He also saw his community as his family - it makes me happy and grateful that |
family and whenever he saw a student inknéw him and that my own children got the
need, he did whatever he could to help thenfthance to be in his presence. Even though he
achieve their dreams. He donated his time S not heré with us anymore, he inspires me as
wealth and heart to education, helping to Parent to teach my kids the importance of

create scholarships and inspiring so many of€ing caring, devoted and humble.

us to strive for greatness_ (Eldest Granddaughter of C. L. Patel [Dada])
Dada was very dedicated to his *’}é“

family. Even while | lived ilAmerica, Dada
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Tributeto Dr. C. L. Patel

Dr. C.L. Patel: A Lifgﬁghanger
L 7

Rishita Patel
Dr. C.L. Patel was an extraordinary

this same degree of support and advice to
everyone in my familylt was only at a later
age that | realized he extended this generosity
to anyone who came to his dodvhen |

man, in the fullest sense of the word. He rosddrought my now husband to India for the first
from humble beginnings as the son of a farmettime, he quickly remarked at how Dada took

to the national stage in India, impacting
generations to come.
At an early age, DPatel learned the

the "open door policy" to the next level; making
himself available to anyone who requested
assistance. Rather than providing these

true value of education. Though academia didseekers with direct assistance, he gave them

not always come naturally to him, he knew diligent
studying would always see him through. It was
this commitment to learning that enabled him to
catapult from an engineéw the Gujarat Electrical
Board, to, eventuallChairman of Charut&fidya
Mandal. It was in this penultimate role that he
carried forward his mission of liberation through

the means to pull themselves up, which
empowered them to reach their objectives
faster and with more commitment.

To say he lived his life to the fullest
would be an understatement. He changed the
lives of thousands of people, carried forward
alegacy of academic liberation, and motivated

education, a mission that would enable thousandeVveryone he encountered to be the best version

of students to pursue lives and careers beyon
what they initially thought possible, a mission that

af themselves. | know | will forever live by
the values he instilled in me and will pass them

would pay forward the success of Indians acros®nto my children.

the world by bringing resources back to their
motherland.

As a grandchild of DiPatel | did not
always understand the breadth of my
grandfather's reach. | knew him only as a
champion who was always in my corner
always urging me to the next goal. Early in
my education | decided to forsake the well-
worn paths of science, medicine, and, land
instead pursued a career in business. Whe
sharing this with my Dada, | expected he
would uige me to reconsidgdis advice was
the opposite "there will be many obstacles in
front of you, but now you have the opportunity
to be the first of a kind leader in your field."
Dada's optimistic point of view recognized the
green field in front of me, a chance to become
a female leader in the world of business. The
route to that goal was through education, ang
| accepted that challenge willingly knowing |
had him behind me.

(Granddaughter of DE.L. Patel)
\

On behalf of Chairman,
Managing Director, Mangers and staff,
we pay ourheart felt "Shraddhanjali” to
your beloved father, ShriC.L. Patel. We
pray God Almeighty to remain his soul in
rest andpeace. We also pray lord
Swaminarayan Bhagwan to give your
family enough strength & Courage to
bear thisirreparable loss at this juncture.
May his soul rest in peace.

Om Shanti

(Hasmukh Patel, Hon. Secretg
Sarar Patel Trug

=

y

| always thought that Dada provided
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Tribute to Our Dada, his family at any cost. Dada. was one person
that anyone could count on; he made things

Dr. C. L. Patel happen regardless of how impossible a task
"“’;;? may seem. | remember graduating with my

Ashok, Chhaya, Jinal and Kajal bachelors and looking for jobs. Dada happened

On May 27, 2018, we lost someone to be visiting us at that time and asked how
very dear to us. Our dada was one of themy job search was goingVith genuine
most amazing and caring individuals that weinterest, he would share his life lessons and
had the pleasure and honor of not onlyrecommend certain companieAfter
knowing, but also being related to. knowing my career interests, he picked up

Dada always stressed the importancehis phone and dialed someone and immediately
of family through all the ups and downs and got me an interview! | had been working on
made time for us regardless of his very busygetting an interview for months and dada did
schedule. Even though, all of his children werethat efortlessly He constantly enforced
settled in various parts of the world, he alwaysworking hard and with honesty throughout my
made it a priority to visit at least once or twice career to enjoy the fruits of the lab&ive
a yearNot only did he visit in-person but we years latgrl'm still with the same company
also received weekly calls to check up on ourthat also paid for my Masters through his
education and all other life endeavors; evenguidance. These are just some of the
more so than our parents at times. Hiscountless way Dada has helped our family
constant guidance is one of the main reasonghroughout the years.
most of us are currently where we stand. He In addition to being an amazing father
always pushed everyone in our family to do and grandfathehe helped numerous families
better and for that, we are all in his debt.  within his communityHis work helped CVM

While keeping family close, Dada reach heights that did not seem attainable. He
also emphasized the significance of ourspeared through the growth of several world-
culture and took every opportunity to educateclass educational institutions - all through
us in various aspects of it. It could be as simplevolunteer work. Howevehe never took credit
as visiting mandirs or as elaborate asforany of this work - he always believed that
organizing a trip to tour the South of India Bhagwan and his guru, Pramukh Swami
showing various sights along the w#\s  Maharaj were the all-doers. Hearing different
strict as Dada was known to be, he was verystories from people of all backgrounds just
kind hearted. This was seen constantly as h@amplified the kind of man my dada was and
took care of everyone around him, especiallyhow his life and work will be remembered on
Ba. He always kept her health as a priorityfor many years to come for his selflessness,
and made sure that she was happy anavork ethic, generosity and humility
comfortable. So let us celebrate Dada’s life through

Similarly, when his youngest daughter memories and continue his legaEigank you
Chhaya had to be treated for a last minuteDada for everything - we love you, and will
aortic aneurysm procedure, Dada immediatelymiss you.
arranged to travel to USA without any  (DaugherSoninLaw a Grand Children of Dr
hesitation. Even though this was during % ClL.Patel USA)
elections, he wanted to make sure he supported
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Letter to My Grandfather

(Dada)
e

Rishi Patel w

There's not much you can say about
our Dada that hasn't already been said
Everyone knows what an unbelievable man
he was, as a fatheggrandfatherhusband and
in the field of service to others.

Everything he did was for the
betterment of societyHe was unwavering in

always making sure people gave nothing but
their best to deliver the most modern, state of
the art educational facilities that would not be
out of place in the UK or US.

Thinking of him as just "Dada" was
something that we all used to do, quickly
forgetting his service to society through the
mandir and CVM meant that countless others
called him the same. He wasn't just our Dada,
he was Dada to hundreds of thousands of
children who came up under him.

I think we all share the same

his faith, in his role as a father and husband

and above all, unwavering in his vision of trying

to ensure generations after him had the bes?

startin life.
As a father and a grandfathke was

a huge disciplinarian. The respect for him was

always there, but for anyone who didn't
respect him, there was a fear of him that
made sure what he said would happ&n,

the same time, he showed love to all of us in
ways that we bad never experienced before
a man that could scold you and show you why

he was doing so. His eldest daughtgyon
his passing, put it so well, 'Now who's going
to tell us off?"

He was a huge believer in education
from a very young age, guiding and instructing
his grandchildren and unwavering in the
opinion that without education, you were
always on the backfoot. This was evident
when he took on his role on at CVM and the
progress it made over the years. From a sma
institution which it once was, he took it to the
powerhouse that it is ngwaverlooking 50

schools/colleges/universities, and over 40,000

enrolled students.
He was very unforgiving in doing
things the right wayand very unapologetic in
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sentiment. His passing is a vacuum just too
ig to fill. He was a Goliath of a man that did
not see anything extraordinary in his actions,
but demanded everyone do the same for their
families and the communit@ne thing that is
safe to saythere won't be another man like
him anytime soon.

He changed the course of history in
VidyanagarGujarat and IndigAs time goes
by, the pain may fade, but the memories of
him will live on, etched in the minds of
everyone who's life he changed. If each of
us do one good thing a day until our time
comes, we will fulfill his wish in giving
ourselves in the service of others.

Jai Swaminarayan Dada, look down
on us fromAkshardham.

(Grandson of DIC.L. Patel)

*
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