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Il Reflections #

Autumn Leaves

Madhubhai Thakar

On Our Way to Syracuse upstate Newyork, we
wanted to visit Yale and Harward. We left New york city
on a bright August morning. The city had many attractions:
bright lights of the Times square, Entertainment of the
Radio City Hall, and the boat trip to the Statue of Liberty.
It was exciting to be in the Big Apple.

But it was even more exiciting and attractive in the
country side.As we left the outskirts of the city, we were
dazzled by the many-splendoured trees: maples and elms
with a scattereing of oaks. Their leaves had a wild variety
of vivid colours: red,orange,yellow,rust and dusty brown.
It seemed that some colossal brush had aimlessly splashed
colours on these trees- a parting gift of autumn.

Then, a sad thought took possession of me:All
these multi-coloured leaves were destined to fall. Evidence
was not far to seek. In the town square, where we stopped
to rest,we saw heaps of dry fallen leaves.They were being
picked up by an old man with a pointed stick and collected
in heaps probably to be burned.

The same leaves had sprouted young in the
spring.They were green and had performed seveval
functions for the trees and through them for the world.
They made food for the trees and in doing so absorted
carbon dioxide and generated oxygen. Through the small
apertures called stomata, they controlled the trees’ water
valance.They provided shelter to birds and annimals and
shade to humans.

With the satisfaction of a job done well, in their
last days, they provided colour to nature and inspiration
to artists. The leaves were celebrating their old age. They
were not worried about the inpending fall.

They were the living metaphor to our own lives.
We fulfill our &4 during our active life and earn colourful
last days. We splash our lives with the colour of joy and
tranaquility, and eventually embrace death as joyfully and
naturally as the autumn leaves.

Am | talking of a life of rest, a life without effort?
Perish the thought ! I know that as long as I live, | shall
teach. If schools and colleges are not interested, | shall
write about teaching. My teaching and writing about
teaching, | hope, will be as colourfull as those leaves in
autumn. And my students’s learning will be joyous and
productive- even if students and readers are not interested,



I will keep at it.

I know that when all effort
ceases, one is not old, one is dead. |
know | speak for most of my friends.
We all want to have some solace in
the world of work and usefulness. And
we intend to do it colourfully.

The luxury of such late effors
is that they are performed without
desire of praise or fear of failure and
blame. In old age we heave lost the
ambition of applause, recognition,
populatiry or the fear of endangered
career or pain of the slight. In old age
we remeber our youth and try to help
the young to realise the kind of
ambition we once entertained. Instead
of reforming people we are concerned
to understand them. This brings to
our lives a new, refreshing freedom.

My only grievance is that |
have to accustom myself to loss of
dear friends with whom | can compare
notes and exchange views. | very much
miss their warm frienship.

I, for one, would like to go from
colourful last days to a peaceful ascent
to eternity. .

Shangrila, Nana Bazar,
Nr. Jalaram Complex,
Vallabh Vidyanagar,
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Il Arts Interface /

Fiction and Film : Old Technique, New Style

Hiren Trivedi

Hindi film formula is coming out of long drawn
fixed formula. Once it was believed that Hindi Cinema
does not “produce films at many levels ranging from pure
art to pure commerce, and occasionally bowl over the art
critic and the box office with the same film.”* But the
contemporary films are no longer prone to create a lot of
noise, jerk and tears that their predecessors did. The
filmmaker does not believe any more in following ‘tried
and tasted furmula’ In fact, like fiction writer, he has begun
to centralize the issue like national, social, economical,
political, psychological and educational in his films. He
makes experiments and in the process he as started to
cater audience the wealth of fiction through film. One can
say that the relationship between fiction and films is as
old as the art of filmmaking.

The root of adaptation in films lies in the initial
days of filmmaking Hindi Cinema used to borrow the
subjects from history, folk tales, religious books, literature,
etc. During the silent era and even afterwards, the
filmmakers frequently turned to make the films of the kings
and saints of India and the mighty characters of Sanskrit
Literature including two great works, the Ramayana and
the Mahabharata. Hence, adaptation of any work including
novels for making films is not a new technique for the film
industry. In fact, it is the style of presentation of both the
writer and the director that has touched the readers and
audience.

The first film that was adapted from Indian English
novel by the film industry was Guide of R.K. Narayan.
Since then, the filmmakers often used novels as raw
materials for their films. Interestingly, Devdas has been
made into a film 14 times in different languages over more
than 60 years. Besides Devdas of Sarat Chandra, the works
of Mahashweta Devi, Rabindranath Tagore and Premchand
Munshi have found space on the big screen. Shayam
Benegal’s Suraj Ka Satvan Ghoda is based on a novel by
noted Hindi litterateur Dharamvir Bharati. The film Sujata
is based on the novel of Subodh Ghosh with the same
name. Well appreciated film, Guru Dutt’s Sahib Bibi Aur
Ghulam is an adapted work of Bimal Mitra’s novel. Satyajit
Ray’s movie Shatranj Ke Khiladi starring Amjadkhan.
Sanjeevkumar, Saeed Jaffery and Sir Richard Attenborough
is based on a story by renowned Hindi writer Premchand
Munshi. However, it is more in recent days than the
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previous ones that the filmmakers are
turning to fiction in such numbers and
at such degree. The reason can be
that the audience, bored with love sick
story and poor comedy, expected to
see a different story on the silver
screen. Consequently, the film industry
found itself in dire need of good
scripts and so the filmmakers have
turned to novel’s strong plot which
can provide the required respite.
Especially, Indian writing in English
has been adapted largely by the
filmmakers in recent days. As Indu
Mirani, a film critic says, “Though
books by Indian writers have always
proved interesting fodder for Indian
filmmakers, what is new is high number
of adaptations of Indian authors
writing in English.”

The success of Namesake at
the international level opened a new
direction for Bollywood. Urmila
Matondkar, Manoj Bajpai starrer Pinjar
is the story of a woman’s travails in
pre-independence India and the impact
of partition on her small family. The
movie is based on acclaimed Punjabi
writer Amrita Pritam’s novel of the
same name. Vidhu Vinod Chopra’s
Parineeta is based on the novel of
Sarat Chandra Chatterji. Anurag Basu
made Black Friday based on 3 book of
the same name on Bombay riots.
Upamanyu Chatterji’s famous novel,
English August has also been made
into a film of the same name starring
Rahul Bose. It is Danny Boyle’s multi-
Oscar winning film, Slumdog
Millionaire based on Vikas Swaroop’s
novel Q&A which is exemplary of the
blend of literature and film. Box office
hit 3 Idiots directed by Rajkumar Hirani
is an adaptation of Chetan Bhagar’s
Five Point Someone. Earlier, His One
Night @ Call Center was adapted by
Atul Agnihotri for making the film
Hello. A female director, Meera Nair is
now keen on making the epic 1400
page novEI A Suitable Boy by Vikaram

o
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Seth into celluoid. The films based on the works of Karan
Bajaj and Chetan Bhagat are also being awaited.

Keeping aside the controversy of 5 percent or 70
percent, one can clearly see and confidently say that the
film version differs a lot from the original work. The
filmmakers creates a work that will remain a new piece of
art, in spite of being an adaptation and partaking of the
author’s sensibility and vision. Moreover, cinema is an
audio-visual medium and not a literary one. So it has to
treat the subject in its own manner. What the cinema
borrows from the literary work is just the gist or essence
of a story line. So comparing both the works on the basis
of the same values would be unfair. Glamour, colour, sound,
silence, music and melodrama to the adapted literary work
design the structure of the film and hence sometimes it
may seem a totally autonomous work. But without falling
in this argument too, the blend of fiction and film is a
good sign for literary and cultural study and one can
expect good numbers of book films to be made making us
more perceptive about amalgamation of fiction into films.

Rerefences :

1) Chidananda Das Gupta, “The Cultural Basis of Indian Cinema,”
Talking about Films. New Delhi : Orient longman Ltd. 1981.

p.no. 9.
2) Lhendup Bhutia. “Hindi Cinema’s Novel ldea,” Sunday,
September7, 2008. °
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